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maiked an epoch We do not now read Sybel'a 'French Revolution', which was in truth a political pamphlet designed to unmask the baseness and cruelty of the French, the cowardice and tieachcry of Austria, and the loyal courses of the Prussian monaichy in a distracted age. We do not read it, partly because its political estimates are biased, and partly because the book is dull and heavy, wanting alike in psychological insight and giaphic power But nevertheless we have all profited by Von Sybel's admirable i esearches. He was the first historian to attempt a complete study of the documentary evidence foi the Revolution, the fust to bnng out the importance of the Polish question as a factoi determining the course of European affaus, and the first who paid serious attention to the economic bide of revolutionary history. Of the actors of the Revolution he wrote with a mind utterly empty of the intelligence which springs from sympathy, but often with the clairvoyance of hate, and after a course of Micheltt's inspired rhapsodies, a draught of the Prussian mixture is still a useful antidote.
His second long work on the c Foundation of the German Empire', being an unstinted eulogy of Bismarck, eained foi him tjbe dislike of his Imperial master and exclusion from the Archives of Berlin. The biief to which he wrote would have perplexed a moralist, but Von Sybcl was too hardened a Prussian to permit himself the luxury of a fastidious conscience. He defends the Second Partition of Poland and is at elaborate pains to argue the Ptusslan cose for the annexation of the Danish Duchies. Von Roon, who was a blunt soldier, did not see the need of professorial apologies. {The question of the Duchies', he said truly, 'is.not k question of right but a question of foicc, and we have the force.1 To rob first and excuse afterwards was the classical process whereby Prussia had grown, and the successful thief was always more honoured than his apologist. * Jo prends d'abord,' said Fiederic II; ' je trouverai toujours des pedants pour piouver mes droits'j and Bismarck had no more difficulty in finding his pedant than the robber of genius who established the greatness of Prussia on the stolen provinces of Silesia and Posen
The graphic qualityi which is so singularly lacking to Von